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Minutes of the meeting of the Kings Walden Parish Council held  

via Zoom Video Conferencing on Tuesday 15th September at 7.30 pm 

Present: Councillors: Amanda King (Chairman), Jon Chamberlin, and David Bennett 

District Councillor Claire Strong, and the clerk, Tom Brindley. 

3.1 (Agenda 1) Apologies for absence 

Members accepted apologies from Cllrs Joe Graziano and Liz Thurlby. 

3.2  (Agenda 2) Chairman’s remarks 

1. Members were reminded of the council’s code of conduct and the requirement to make Declarations 
of Pecuniary Interest. 

2. Members were advised that the clerk was out of the country and that his internet connection may 
not be stable. 

3. The chairman advised that the meeting would be recorded. 

4. The chairman advised that County and District Councillor David Barnard was unavailable as he was 
with his wife who had been taken seriously ill and was in hospital abroad. District Cllr Faye Frost (his 
daughter) was with him. 

3.3  (Agenda 3) Public participation  

1. The chairman invited District Cllr Claire Strong to address the council. 

a. The North hertfordshire Local Plan examinations were recommencing by video in late September. 

b. Asked for her views on a Unitary Hertfordshire, Cllr Strong commented that while there was talk of having 

two or three unitary authorities, the county council already successfully ran county wide services such as 

community care, education, and waste disposal. Breaking the county into more than one unitary authority 

would mean these services were fragmented, which could be a retrograde step. Cllr Strong also noted 

that while town and parish councils could provide local services, large parts of the county were not 

parished, including towns such as Hitchin, Baldock and Letchworth. 

3.4 (Agenda 4) To adopt the minutes of the parish council meeting 21st July 2020 

The minutes were adopted and the chairman was authorised to sign. 

3.5 (Agenda 5) Matters arising from July meeting not appearing on the agenda.  

1. (Minute 2.7) Hertfordshire County Council Speed Strategy. Cllrs King was finalising comments ahead 
of submission. 

3.6 (Agenda 6) Hertfordshire County Council: Pavement parking 

1. Members debated whether the proposal should include grass verges as well as pavements. 

2. The clerk was asked to submit a response indicating support for pavement parking restrictions where 
a dedicated pavement was provided, but not where the verge was grassed. 

3.7 (Agenda 7) Hertfordshire County Council: Unity Authority proposals 

1. Members noted Cllr Strong’s presentation. 

3.8 (Agenda 8) Finance 

1. The External Auditor’s report had not been received. 

2. Exceptional income. The council had received £10,000 under the Covid-19 of business support grant 
scheme. Members RESOLVED to assign the income as follows: 

a. £5,500 - £7000 to Noise Monitoring equipment (dependent on a grant from NHDC). 

b. £1,000 to Youth Hut repairs (including rehanging doors and internal decoration). 

c. £2,000 to Youth Club reserve for future/special youth related projects. 

d. The balance to the general fund. 

3. Payments made were noted. 

3.9  (Agenda 9) Youth Club Committee 

1. The Youth Club Committee had been unable to meet. 
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2. The clerk had consulted Andrew Spyrou (youth leader) who supported continued closure until March 
2021. 

3. Members RESOLVED to continue the closure and to use the time to refurbish the youth hut. 

3.10  (Agenda 10) Luton Airport 

1. Membership of LLACC. The application to join LLACC was on the agenda for the next LLACC next in 
October. The clerk will represent the council. 

2. Airport Liaison.  

a. Cllr Thurlby had indicated she could not continue as the council’s Airport Liaison representative.  

b. Members agreed that Cllr Graziano be appointed as the Airport Liaison representative. 

3. Noise Monitoring Equipment 

a. Members noted that a grant for £1,500 had been made to NHDC but that the meeting to decide would 

not be held until November. 

b. District Cllr Strong offered to see if the application could be brought forward to the October SRAC 

meeting. 

c. Members agreed to defer a purchase order until after the NHDC grant application had been determined. 

4. Donation to Stop Luton Airport Expansion (SLAE).  

a. Members had received a request for a donation of £20 towards funding a barrister.  

b. Members RESOLVED to grant £20 to SLAE. 

3.11  (Agenda 11) Assets of Community Value 

1. The district council had advised that pubs would only be considered if they were also used as 
community hubs.  

2. Evidence collected indicated The Plough would qualify, but no evidence had been received to 
support applications for The Fox or The Red Lion. 

3.12   (Agenda 12) Police Liaison 

1. Members noted that there had been no police attendance at parish council meetings for over two 
years. 

2. The clerk was asked to write raising concern at lack of police liaison. 

3.13   (Agenda 13) Planning 

No new applications or decisions received. 

3.14  (Agenda 14) Clerk’s report 

1. The clerk presented a report on ongoing work.  

2. The report was noted. 

3. Damage to the basketball backboard was raised; the clerk to investigate. 

4. An email, received on the day of the meeting, from Julie Humphrey regarding a new charity offering 
to take on litter picking was discussed. The clerk was asked to invite Julie Humphreys to address the 
next meeting. 

5. Cllr Bennett asked that due to Covid-19 restrictions, the proposed Ley Green enhancements should 
be deferred to 2021 but that the budget be held. 

3.15  (Agenda 15) Renewal of the clerk’s Covid-19 Special Delegated Powers 

 Members RESOLVED to renew the special powers until 31st December 2020. 

3.16  (Agenda 15) Matters for future consideration 

Invite Julie Humphrey to address the council. 

The meeting closed at 20:48 p.m. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 20th October 2020 19:30 
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Signed Chairman __________________________________________Date _____________



 

 

Payments 

PAYMENTS  September      
Status Power Date Payee Description P Ref Total Net VAT 

*+ 5 08/09/2020 T H Brindley 
Salary 

P-2021-
049 

1766.70 1766.70 0.00 

*+ 4 08/09/2020 Todeka 
Office Svcs 

P-2021-
050 

90.00 75.00 15.00 

*+ 5 08/09/2020 T H Brindley 
Clerk x's 

P-2021-
051 

20.80 20.41 0.39 

* 2 18/09/2020 Zen 
Internet 

P-2021-
053 

42.00 35.00 7.00 

*+ 1 08/09/2020 R Dawes 
Grounds Maint 

P-2021-
052 

250.00 208.33 41.67 

* 5 28/09/2020 DCK 

Payroll Admin 
(Sept) 

P-2021-
054 

42.00 35.00 7.00 

* 2 08/09/2020 Setters Play equipment  711.60 593.00 118.60 

      2923.10 2733.44 189.66 

  * = Approved/Contracted      

  + = Already paid      

   Powers:      
 

  1 
Grass cutting: Open Spaces Act 
1906 s.10     

 

  2 
Play area/Glebe land: LG (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 
s.19   

 

  3 
HAPTC membership: LGA 1972 
s.143     

 

  4 
Audit, Insurance, Training: LGA 
1972 s.111     

 

  5 
Salary/expenses: LGA 1972 
s.112(2)     

 

  6 
Other, Localism 
Act 2011      

 

  7 
S137: LGA 1972 
s137      

 

 


